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Chromosomal aberration is frequently accompanied by distortion of the dermatoglyphic patterns on hands and feet. It is therefore to be expected that triploids and tetraploids, whether complete or mosaic, will be likely to show peculiarities. Abnormal dermatoglyphs are inevitable if there is growth disturbance which affects the extremities. It is remarkable, on the whole, how relatively slight are the morphological changes of pattern which have been found in association with human polyploidy as compared with those found, for example, in trisomics. One feature that occurs fairly consistently is some degree of webbing of fingers and the disturbances of ridge formation exhibited are mainly consequences of this peculiarity.
Five cases were available for study, 3 surviving mosaic triploids, one surviving mosaic tetraploid, and one completely triploid foetus. These are listed in Table I .
In all the mosaic triploid cases, leucocyte cultures revealed the presence of normal diploid cells only. Triploid cells were found in varying proportions of fibroblasts examined in different cases. Conversely, the tetraploid mosaicism was only demonstrated in leucocytes (see Table II ).
At the time of writing, these five cases are the only examples of human polyploidy surviving birth which have been described, and it may be of interest to summarize the information about their dermatoglyphs even if it is, in some respects, incomplete (see Fig. 1 -5) . No prints of the soles were available of Case 4 which only survived birth by a few hours. As was not unexpected, the most normal palmar patterns were found in Case 3, where the proportion of polyploid cells was least, and the most unusual features were present on the hands of Case 4 which was entirely triploid.
The most noticeable feature of the finger-tip patterns in these cases, listed in V IV III II I  I II III IV usual simplification of pattern and, on the right side, it is associated with ectrodactyly.
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